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“The Rotary Club should not be ashamed 

of its early history; it should be proud of it.

If there is a history to be written,

it certainly should be an honest one”

Harry Ruggles, April 23rd, 1937 (letter)





“It does not appeal to my sense of 

justice that special credit be given to 

the first four ”

Paul Harris, Dec. 30th, 1919 (letter)  





“There is another matter which somewhat 

grates on my nerves. I refer to the 

emphasizing of the parts played by 

Schiele, Shorey and Loehr”

Paul Harris, Jan. 28th, 1920 (letter)





“Neither Gus [Loehr] nor Shorey played 

anything more than 

mere chance parts in Rotary”

Paul Harris, Dec. 30th, 1919 (letter)



“Schiele is deserving a far greater credit than 

either Loehr or Shorey…

but his service was not  to be compared with 

Ruggles”

Paul Harris, Sept. 18th, 1922 (letter)



“I would like to portray, in one way or 

another, the spirit of the early days 

as clearly and as exactly as possible”

Paul Harris, June 10th, 1929 (letter)



“Those splendid men were the real builders 

who laid the foundations of the Rotary 

movement till that moment should arrive 

when it could be given to the world”

Rufus Chapin, Memorandum 

(written in 1925)



February 23rd 1905

or

February 25th 1904 ?







“We [veteran Rotarians], of course, all know 

that nobody knows the exact date of that 

talkfest…





…We decided that Rotary should have a 

birthday, and guessed at the date, 

Feb. 23, 1905, 

and adopted it for future use”

Charles Newton, April 20th, 1937 (letter)



“[February 23rd, 1905], the date as near

as it can now be fixed”

Rufus Chapin, Memorandum 

(written in 1925)





“Whether Rotary started in 1904 or 1905 

isn’t important… What’s the difference?

The American Declaration of Independence

wasn’t signed on July 4, though we 

celebrate it on that date”

Harry Ruggles, April 2nd, 1953 (letter)





“All the old members know that business 

was the real object of the club and 

fellowship was a natural thing 

to go along with it ”

Charles Newton, April 20th, 1937 (letter)







“The ‘primary object’ of Rotary was

to bring home the bacon”

John Sullivan, May 10th,1929 (letter)







“Rotary of the early days has been 

described as unadulterated selfishness.

This characterization might be considered 

just anyhow”

Paul Harris, March 26, 1929 (letter)





“It was an era of such thinking as 

‘Let the buyer beware’…





…„Do the other fellow first 

before he does you‟…





…„Every man for himself 

and the devil take the hindmost‟”

Chesley Perry, February 9th,1955 

(allocution)















“Paul Harris was a leader in advocacy

of the club’s becoming interested

in some civic work”

Robert Fletcher, March 11th, 1929 (letter)





“I had determined, so far as was 

within my possible, to make 

Rotary a useful organization”

Paul Harris, March 15th, 1929 (letter)









“For some little time there was

very little enthusiasm…

The discussion was lengthy…”

Paul Harris, March 11th, 1929 (letter)







“It was an achievement which brought 

Rotary to the attention of the other 

organizations throughout the city and 

identified it with civic projects”

Hist. Committee R.C. Chicago,

April 9th, 1931 (minutes)





“It might perhaps have been 

a nobler motive.

In my opinion, however, it was there that

Service became a part of Rotary”

Paul Harris, March 15th, 1929 (letter)













“Third: to advance 

the best interests of Chicago, 

and spread the spirit of loyalty

among its citizens”



Care of public good

prevailing

over private charity



#  Operative task

#  Ethical engagement



From the „self before service‟ stage

to the „service before self ‟ stage 

Rufus Chapin, Memorandum

(written in 1925)




